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This really is a ground-up custom that the
owner can be very proud of building...
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To top it all off, Tony
also painted the bike!
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 THINK KIWIS CAN'T-FLY? YOU
OBVIOUSLY HAVEN'T COME
ACROSS NZ CHOPPERS
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STURGIS BLACK HILLS RALLY 2007 r.

|MSIDE © FAT BOY MAKEOVER © DETROIT BROS. D13 @ CORSA ITALIAN CAFE RAGER Sgc
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AMERICAN CLASSICS: .
» AMA Iﬂﬂtﬁgﬁeﬁ;;ﬂayg :

|
» Touring Wisconsin's backroads | q
» Historic bikes as muSeum-pieces
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I sHow Room cusTO

NZ Choppers

phodos fry Din G

II took a trip o America—ithe Laughlin
River Bun, tobe precise—back in 2000 to
conx Tony Hodgson info opening his own
custom bike shop, And with the help of his
wife Karyn, NZ Choppers was born in Mark-
borough, Mew Zoaland. (5o where, exactly,
N Zealand ™)

Tony has plenty of experience at building
wears in the
ndd, s Karyn
s awards at

bkt He's gt more th
auto _|:|;u'n1 and hﬁ}' ind
polnts oul, “Tony has won
wis shiws in New Zealand and Australia,
including Best Costom al the 2003 Cold Coast
Bike Week in Australia.”

NZ Choppers’ frrst custom is this long-neck
chaopper that otfers v Lok thanks lo ks
in-frame design, Within those framae tubes
vour'll find the oll tank, various contmol cables
and the wiring. The gas tank is hand-formed
by Tony, too, and although the Anders started
ok s pre-formed sheetmetal (the front from
Speed Demon Custom Cycles in Australia, the
wear fromm CCH), they were modified on Tony's
homebutlt English wheel to fit tight to the
tires {50,/ 90-21 front, 200,/50-18 rear).

Otheer Tony touches include the 565 124's
hand-formied crossover oxhanst, seat pan
{stitched by Longhom Leather in
Christchunch, NZ) and, of course, the paint
with gold-leaf graphics. Tony ko crested e
forward contrals -
and] handlebar; and
e mmisclified the
BDL primary drive,

What's on the
iz Fosr N

NZ Choppers

Nt Tran Wik Csemifber 2
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damp day. ‘Pissed off’, Tony pushed the bike into the nrluwabl
grazed turbo side of the bike, dented tank, bant bars and twisted forks.
With the Ashburton show coming up, the plan was to enter on the Sturgis
Social Club stand, se a simple fix up wasn't encugh.

24

Tany's Sbory bagins i faw s dinrliar, while on holidny
in Hawall, Tony mat a couple from Georgia thare, and tha
seed of an idea was planied, fo go to the States 1o buy &
Mustang car, Bring It back o NZ and sall 1 to nance a Big
Block. A Sporty. which he had ow tor sevaral years
playing around, lowering it and adding a few accessornas
a6 pul inte Chiigtchunch Motarcycles 1o and Tony
with & mais headad o Gaorgén to waork, in the Blus Fidge

whisky couniry.

Looking a1 Mustangs ovar thers, Tony faund ong he
fanciod, I was In bits and the odd guy who ownad 1 wasn't
keen tosall, bul with parsuasion, Tcn:,- became tha ownar
e Mustang

1885 saw Toiy Back in Mew Zealand wi
and encugh monay in his peckel fo buy & Big Block
ing 1o sacnfice ihe car

il wias fof Sale i Waima

il

A B
ghock Gut with plenty of chrom nnd twa noh owar farks, so
he purchased It. Tony roda it around for @ whil 1 200N
pipo
followed by as S & S curb and chroma ignitiee., Wikh these
mods the Softall started to wake up, bul Tony wanted

more

1. It was ralabivaly

the portarmanced bug Bit,  First

Tha talk arcund 1ha Smoko room R Turned b urba's
A pood idea thought Tomy. Phil Stanisy at Turbo
Technology was recommanded. Tony came lo Phil
indaresied in the Turbe concept for his Saftail, but because
ha didn't have too much money to spend, Phil was kearn
1o show how & sdmple low cost gysiam could Be bullt o

ook professional and parform wall

The two al tham talked over Tony's naads, 5o Phil
docided on a Garretl T2 turbo, with a sealed comprossor
sultulle for a carburelion, raihar than foel injectiun, maled
1o an SU carburettor, modified to sull th oroycle
application. Phil did most of the tricky bits with Tony
and doing U CHEMatics.

Tha finished Turba lation has prowad 1o ba very
successiul and once tha mitial setting up and jatling was
dana. 8 horsapowsar figure of just undar 90 was achiayved
an Griham Harrs's dyno,

| was lortunate around This fime o have a ride on
Tony's lurbko, | was Impressed with the strong
dalivery, Tha bothom 1o midrange was good, but the top
and particularty in top gear was stunning, no turba lag, the
motor just kept pulling hand whare nonmaly asplrated
pawanplonts min out of puf

Al thig tor just under $3000 - nol much more than yoo
would pay for @ cam, carh and pipa bul achisving aro

ha

Wl

25 more horsapowar, Tory did many rallable k's with this
sefup unil the accidant

Surwaying the erash damage, Tony decided to go al
aut, 1ha molar remaingd in the frme But all The fes! chrms
apart. Threa we rom tha Ashburton Show the Softal
was back together with the cosmetics compleled such as
un guirds moukdad and supeitly painted
by Tony, and alse some alarations 10 the uhoe such as &
paw mulibar and covers with tidiar bolts and nuts snd

naw = frant and 1
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Wilh the first anniversary of 1ne Sturgls Social Club,
the mambars decided on & ride 1o Mew Plymouth for
the Magogs show, 11 pissed with rain up the coasl
thraugh Kalkoura. Thoy wore late for the Ferry and
arrved al the show vanue al 9:30am Friday after rding
all night and had to be a¢l up by 12 noon. Tony and
Karan had &
major job o
elean and
propara the
bike for tha
show, 14
h

Was L
i, with Tony
accepling
fha trophy
lor Bast
Maditied
American
All eredit
o Teny, this
is. no bolt an
beavty, he
has dona
maos! of the work himsalf, and being
a paintér by lrada, the green with
custom fints and pears. highlighted
by porlect pinstripng is supark

heatshields

Tony took & et ride and lound
the forks waere iwisted New
stanchions were required and
Tony wenl 16 Stave Kennedy of
Hannady Precigion to check 1 the
teiple troas werne bant, and walked
oul of Steva’s, Horatio Street
premises, with new triple trees
and a Tork brace Stave was
working en his own design of

lorward contrals, so these werno
compulgory for Tony, with them
baing liited with new brake linas
the night balare the show,

Tony's magnificant Turba
Softail waa the centrapiaca ol the
Sturgls Social Club stand and his
affarts ware rewardad with trophies for Best EVO, 3rd
Bos! Custem, 3rd Bes! Paerformance, and mosi
mportani - Peaples Choice

Ovar last summar Tony and his wile Karsn
managed heaps af fding. with the Softail ridden to
work most days.

28

The motor apari
fram the Turbo |5
remarkably stock
The Delkron cases
ware on the motor
whan Tany
purchased the
Bike, Apart from
frash barral
gaskats and naw

rings; the molor
hasnt baen
lovched, In fact
Tony doesn't know
whal soit ol cam
ihe pravious
ownar inslalled
An S&S5 oll pump
was litted o
Improva the How
il the time the Turbo was fiited, With
all this power ihe braking chores are
handied by Performance Machine lour
pot calipers front and rear with 8 widar
150 rear tyre making sure the power
hits tho qruuﬂu,

The Solttal has proved 1o be a vary
practical Bke that can be ridden vary
hard, how could you not be templed
wilh 8 Turbo attachad fo your right
wrigt, plus tha twe inch o
mprova the ground clearance In iha
twisties. Also Tany has found the
Turba s more sconemical on jong
funs l'.ﬂl"lr\lﬂl'ﬂl" with narmally
aspiraied bikes,

Tony's plan faow 5 10 sell the
Mustang and oulld a bike from the
ground up for shows and Keep This
supern Softeall far rding.

Tony would like
o thank Phil
Stanley at Turbo
Technology for all
hig work In
instailing the
Turha, Steve
Kannady of
Ka&annedy
Pracigion fer
aupplying finple
troes, lork brace
forward controls
and ofther billet parts, and Gerry White al Addingien
Machanical for his help with things mechanical.
Euan Cameron

29
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Saroot & Custom Bilos Show sticking omt
Lile & some thumb. | tracked down
o of weekends later,
here | am sliting on a park bench with Tony
getiing all the details for this story after we
had Bndahed taldng photos of the bils

IHP.‘ﬁ SAW the biko &t the Brisbans

Tony had cwmed tha
: baibomo that ha b
Sporty, which he seld to Anance a trip the
tates. The plan was to have & look ancund
pid ship back to NZ. do
b buy & langer Harley.
‘Well, ha landed a five-month job, and in
the end he had enough to get a Mustang
and keop i, plus buy & Sofail

| W —

words & pics by
Keith Cole

leng: Tory miud it changed marny tined over
tha or s0 years and has evolved
inso the you see here . but then it
dropped the battam and! See, it had bean
running & urko for & couple of years and
when tho rings wee replased. and & bit of
good poring done on the heods, it was i
much proasim (n the top and no tha

1 e

it & mmintte, we're getting ahead
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didin't wani to replace, 20 ha wont
oul and bought a 180 fym and an
Alerent alloy rim. ARer Bnding &
guy to make up a sel of stainless
spokes, the wheal was lacod up ta
the original hub and fitted to the
bike with a wide-arse conversion
that runs & thinnar balt and a Balt
Drives Limited palley, It just fts in
thizre: and Tomy did it all himself

... the headlight
wasd also stretched
1.5 inches for the
longer look

Mo abore the back wheel =its
one neat rear guard that was once
on & Sporty but with a lot of panal
beating, a bit of widening and the
fitineg of a 37 Ford tail, it blends in
wall with the stretched original
fue] tanks,

The original front guard
weceived a bt of a touch up and
the headlight was also strotched

12 Ulrivie

Tory brosant the fukw wth him o i joerney
e fran he Keesland. The brko hnr o thréogh
MANF permulalions

1.5 inches for the lenger look
[t was sprayed in Tony's own mix
of crange paint then the Oumes
war airbrushad on Now all the
paint and panel work was easy for
Tony as that what he does fora
Tiving, but it was his mate, Steve
Kennedy from Kennedy Procision,
wha handled all the allay. He
supplied snd fited the triple
reas, lorward controls, number
plnte bracked, oil iler covar, and
did all the machining on the farks,
ete. He also hedpad with the
handlebars and a few ather things
that make the buoe look just right

...it took out Top
I"aint at the
Brissy show

Olkay. back to the engine. Durry
nt Edington Engineering had a lot
to de with ils reincarnation, and by
fhe time i was slipped back inlo
the frarme and hooked up to the
mtock primary and Gve-speed box,

4|

L]
{

it had tha i!U'IIuw.ing done to it The bD'ﬂU!TI_
emdl had bean balancad and Aed with &
Jims eranimpin and rods; Wiseco Pistons
were slipped into birrels that had been
fitfed with Wiseco sloeyos = this takes it
aifl to 83 cubic inches — with the hgger,
battor haads on bop that were porfed and
had bigger valves Litted, abong' willy xa

‘EV2T cam, ollar rockers and a Crangs

single B bgnition, The foel goes ity
545 carby and what's left pomas out the,
handmade pipes by Toayrol course..
Tony said he &s vary happy with the final
result, and with the fact that he could
keap his bike, especially when it took
bt Top Paint at the Brissy shaly: He
intends on keeping it for & long time
yet and won't bq changing it to much in
the foveseenbls future,
{
F&: If you wronld 1ike
".-'or:yi:_ paint your
ik ar car, he's
lives on the
{ Cald Const and
‘can be reached on
O404-483-171 g »
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